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Method for Study of Formation of Amino Acids in Animal 
Organism. 

WENDELL H. GRIFFITH. 

From the Department of Biological Chemistry, St. Louis University School of  
Yedicine. 

The rate of growth of young white rats on a diet containing so- 
dium benzoate has been use& as  an index of the rate of formation of 
the amino acid, glycine, which is required for the detoxication of 
benzoic acid, as well as for the synthesis of new tissue proteins. 
Normal growth occurred on a diet containing 2 per cent sodium 
benzoate and 12 per cent casein, but the rats failed to grow on diets 
containing 3 per cent sodium benzoate and 12, 35, or 50 per cent 
casein. The addition of one equivalent of glycine (1.56 gm.) to the 
diet containing 12 per cent casein and 3 per cent benzoate resulted in 
normal growth. In these experiments, 38 gm. of casein did not 
successfully replace 1.56 gm. of glycine, and it was, therefore, con- 
cluded that casein was unable to supply precursors of glycine. This 
investigation of the formation of amino acids in the animal organ- 
ism is being continued and extended. 

This is a preliminary report. 
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Sympathetic and Parasympathetic Responses after Intradermal 
and Intracorneal Injections 

H. L. WHITE AND J. RABINOVITCH. 

From the Departments of Physiology and Pediatrics, Washington University. 

In a recent series of papers Luithlen and Molitor' have reported 
that following an intradermal or intracorneal injection of 0.1 cc. 
of 0.9 per cent NaCl solution in a cat, the response of the vagus 
either to an electrical stimulus or to a parasympathetic-stimulating 
drug (cholazyl) is greatly increased. Both vagus trunks were cut, 
the electrical stimulus being applied peripherally ; the drug was in- 
jected intravenously. They report that they were able to get a 
constant series of control responses to electrical or drug stimulation 
before the intradermal or intracorneal injection. They find that the 


