
364 PROCEEDINGS 

thyroidectomy upon blood calcium would produce any changes. 
Five rats were successfully ligated and thyroparathyroidectomized 

each at  a single sitting. Two other rats which had survived thyro- 
parathyroidectorny and had exhibited tetany had their bile ducts 
ligated at a second operation with the production of jaundice. 

The micro- 
scopic findings will be reported in another paper (Skillen and Jung) . 

None of these rats showed gross dental defects. 
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The skin was cleaned with soap and warm water. Broth cultures 
of B. prodigiosus, B. pyocpneus,  B. coti, B. typh.osus, B. p a t y -  
phosus, B. ezzteritides, Stap1iylococm.r aureus and albzcs have been 
used as test micro-organisms. Roughly 90 to 95% of the number 
of bacteria applied to clean skin are rendered non-viable within 10 
minutes. The coli-typhoid group are destroyed more rapidly than 
other bacteria. The endogenous Staphylococcus epidermis albus is 
removed slower than the air strains of the Staphylococcus dbus. 

When dirty or fatty skin is exposed to the same bacteria under 
similar conditions they are destroyed slowly, depending among 
other things, upon the thickness and impermeability of foreign fatty 
layer covering the skin. Viable bacteria can be determined several 
hours after being applied to such fat covered skin. 

The finger-nail region is an exception to the self-disinfecting 
power of other skin area. The region under the finger-nail at the 
tips of the fingers always contains a large number of Staplzytococcus 
epidermis albus. Test bacteria applied to this region remain viable 
for longer periods of time. 


