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very well be one cause for the accumulation of fluid in them. The 
wall of the lymphatics of regions that are inflamed may become so 
permeable as to fail largely, if not entirely, in the function of drain- 
age. 
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The increasing use of small laboratory animals, especially the 
albino rat, in studies involving precise measurements has empha- 
sized the importance of the care required in the technic of caging 
and feeding. Largely in response to the demands imposed by the 
recent investigations of nutritional anemia, several suggestions have 
been made for the design of cages in which tshe experimental animal 
has no access to metal. In connection with metabolism studies with 
a dietary regime extremely poor in inorganic salts, the same need 
for a metal-free cage arose in this laboratory and, because of the 
difficulty in cleaning the cages of the designs already suggested, the 
one herein described was devised. It has the advantages of being 
simple in construction, easy to wash and sterilize and consisting of 
parts which are standard and easily replaced (see accompanying il- 
Itistrations). 

The main portion of the cage consists of a Pyrex cylinder 21 cm. 
inside diameter, 22 cm. outside diameter and 16.5 cm. high. This 
rests on a grid made of a circular collar of galvanized iron 22.8 cm. 
in diameter and 5 cni. high, across which are bars consisting of glass 
tubing 3 nim. outside diameter. Copper wire No. 20 is run through 
the tubing for support and added strength and passes through holes 
in the collar at a distance of 1.5 cm. below the upper edge. There 
is a space of 0.7 cm. between the tubes forming the grid; this, how- 
ever, can easily be varied to suit experimental conditions. The 
tubes are slightly bent so that urine dropping upon them tends to 
flow towards the center. A similar grid forms the top of the cage. 
If  care is taken to make the tubes touch the metal collar, the animal 
has no opportunity to lick or chew metal. 

The glass cylinder with the grids above and below sets in a heat- 
resistant pie plate, “Save all pie plate, Glassbake 600”. In this plate 
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Effect of Digitalis on Duration of Electrical Systole ( 'bQ-T' 
Interval) in Cardiac Failure. 

I'revious sttidics h : ~  sho\\-n that the "Q-T'' interval o t' the 
human electrc,cartlioF;raai is relatwl to the cluratioii of thc cartliac 
cycle ( "li-Ti" interval ) ' aiitl that the " ( j -T"  interval is lengthened 
in relation to die carcliac cycle in cases of heart failure.2 Since tligi- 
talk is the drug  most succcssiully userl in comlutiiig cardiac iiisu f -  
ficiency. a study o i  the cffect of this drug \\.as iiiatle. I t  \\;as found 
that adequate closes o f  tligitalis almost uni ioriiily produce a relative 
sliorteiiiiig o f thc "Q-T" iiitenxl ;iii(l that ;L change in the same 
Oirec-tioii occurs i i i  iioi-iiial iii(li\-i(\ii;ils2 its u-cli as i i i  cartliac pa- 
tients. l lorco~-ei- ,  this cfl'cct o f  cIi;itaIis i5 SCC'II a t  Icast ;LS early as 
aiiy other- I i i ~ o \ \ . i i  c.li;iiigct pr( )(Itice(I I)!- its ~i(1iiiiiiistr~itioii. Al discus- 
sion \\.it11 iurtlicr tlctails \\.ill 1)c xij,cii in the crmplcte p p r .  

1 he accoiii1nii!,iiig- t a l h  gi\-es ;L i e l ~  csaiiil)lcs of this cffect o f  
digitalis. Sevcral huntlrctl rccoi-~I.c;. iiiclucliiig those of 5 nornial in- 
tlividuals, have 1)ecii studied. Ill the tahic b'I<" is a constant in the 
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