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nearly completed when the sedimentation curve is like that of num- 
ber 2. The prognosis here is good. 

Curve 3 is typical of cases which are in the later stages of reso- 
lution. The patient is convalescent. During the rapid absorption 
of material from the lungs in resolution the sedimentation rate re- 
mains quite rapid. Not until the lungs are almost clear does the 
sedimentation rate improve to the extent shown in Curve 3. Most 
patients leave the hospital before the sedimentation curve shows as 
much improvement as that in Curve 3. 

Curve 4 shows a typical normal curve which is not seen in cases 
of severe pneumonia until several weeks after the patient has been 
discharged and pronounced sound and well as judged by the phys- 
ical findings and the X-ray. This indicates that the sedimentation 
test is more sensitive to lung pathology than the X-ray or the 
physical signs. 

In  cases of severe pneumonia where the patient does not improve 
but proceeds to grow worse, the Sedimentation curve is more rapid 
and falls to a lower level than that of Curve 1. So, in curves which 
are more rapid and fall lower than Curve 1, the outlook is bad. 
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Effects of Thorium, Zirconium, Titanium and Cerium on 
Enzyme Action. 
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Roussy, Otierling and Guerinl have reported that thorium diox- 
ide is carcinogenic when administered intraperitoneally to rats. 
Doerr2 and Hara3 report that thorium and some of the associated 
periodic members agglutinate bacteria, red blood cells, spores, and 
precipitate proteins. The effects produced upon enzymes (by car- 
cinogenic substances, especially arsenites and hydrocarbons, have 
been rather extensively investigated. Recently Sure et d.' found 
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