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Absence of Effect of Swallowed Saliva on Coagulation of Blood. 

It has l)eeii s l io \~n '*  that saIi\.a atltletl to shed I)lootl has a remark- 
able accelerating action Iwth ()i i  Iiornial ant1 Iiaeniophilic bloods. It 
was thought desirable to see i i saliva, \\hen s\vallowetl, had any 
effect on the coagulating time o i  Itlootl or coiitri1)utetl in  any way to 
its coagulability. ;\Iills"q ' h;ts sIio\vn that the ingestion of a meal 
rich in  protein has an accelerating effect on the coagulation of Ihod 
h i t  the ingestion o i  iats or carllohytlrates has little effect. 

I t  is easy to  con- 
tirm llills' oI)ser\.ations. -rllll> ;L iiieal o i  600 gni. oi nieat caused 
a reduction o i  clotting tiiiie i n  ,111 3 $5 minutes to 1 minute 54 sec- 
onds t\\'o hours a i ter  the nieal. So, or at most a few seconds, re- 
duction in clotting time resultc.(l iroiii carlwhytlrate o r  iat  meals 
and this is true also for the ingestion oi  large amounts o i  saliva. 
Paraffin or  gum \vas che\vctl ior 1.; to 30 minutes and the saliva 
swallowed as formetl. 'Samples of ~)lootl \\ere taken every 15 niin- 
utes and in no case was any material difference in clotting time noted. 
Thus the average of 6 experinicnts carried out on 6 different indi- 
viduals sho\vs a clotting time Ijeiore oi  3 minutes 14 seconds, one 
hour after the saliva hatI lieu1 s\\aIIo\\,etI it \\as 3 minutes 15 sec- 
ontls. The cal)illary tu le  nieth(t(1 ( t i  llills ;tnd Petersen" was used 
ior o1)taining the coagulation titiirs. 

In one (log all the salivary $aiitls \\'ere reniovetl aseptically and 
although the animal was kept a tiuml)er of months the coagulating 
tinie of its blootl remained normal. 

Thus no effect on the coagulating time oi 1)lootl could lie niade 
out either from an increase o r  ;I tlecrease in  the amount oi  saliva 
swalloivetl. It might I)e I )o i t i t u l  out that col)ra and other snake 
venoms which affect coagulation \\.hen injected into the I)lootl arc 
without effect \vlieti taken by the nioutll 

,. 1 he results o i  this \vork nia!. lie I)riefy state(1. 




