
Effect of Testosterone Propionate on Fallopian Tube Peristalsis. 

In a preview study it has heen sho\vn that estrogenic hormone 
initiates antl controls peristalsis of the fallopian tubes. This was 
tlemonstratetl I)!. protlucing normal tuba1 contractions in women 
after the menopause follo\ving the administration of estradiol ben- 
zoate.' . i t  present we ivish to report oil the effect of testosterone 
propionate on normal tuba1 peristalsis. 

I t  has heen sho\vn that testosterone propionate, when administered 
in adecluate anlounts to women with normal menstrual c!-cles, sup- 
presses menstru:ition,'. " .' induces regressi1-e changes in the en- 
tlometrimm' antl estrogen deficiency changes in the l q i n a l  smear.4. " 
\\'e were interested to find out ii testosterone propionate ~vould in- 
hil~it  the muscul;ir contractions of the Fallopian tuhes. 

A series of 5 \\omen \vho \\ere menstruating regularly were 
selected for this study. A preliminary tuba1 contraction record was 
obtained het\veen the 7th antl 10th clay of the cycle. Tuhal con- 
tractions \\ere recortletl on a kymograph, using the Rubin insuffla- 
tion (carbon tlioxitle) teclmique." Thereafter the patients were 
given intran~uscular injections o i  testosterone in oil,* in doses of 50 
mg  3 times weekly. Tuba1 contraction recordings were taken a t  
intervals of 7 to  1 1  days. 

In all o f  the cases tul~al contractions were completely inhibited 
lvhen the patients hat1 received approximately ,500 mg  of testoste- 
rone propionate. \\'it11 smaller doses (approximately 200-300 mg)  
the contractions \yere reduced in amplitude and frequency. 

I t  appears from these observations that testosterone propionate 
counteracts the muscle-stimulating action of estrogenic hormone, 
resulting in a suppression of the normal tuba1 contractions. 
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* F o r  the testosterone propionatc used in this investigation, we a r e  indebted to 

Dr. Erwin Schwenk, Schering Corporation, Bloon~field, X. J., and Mr. Robert C. 
JIautner, Ciba Pl~armaceutiral  Products, Summit, X. J. 


