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An Improved Closure for the Doster-Virtue Intestinal Loop.* 

MILDRED E. DOSTER-VIRTUE AND ROBERT W. VIRTUE. 
Tram the Department of Chemistry, University of Denver, Denver. 

Specially treated bone was used to close the intestinal loop pre- 
viously described.l Experience has shown that it is difficult to obtain 
unif o m  preparations of bone which will not eventually disintegrate 
after an exposure of some months to the action of intestinal juices. 
This difficulty has been overconle by substituting stainless steel wire 
mesh for bone. A inch width of 30 mesh stainless steel wire 
mesh+ is wound around the rubber tubing until the desired thickness 
of “bone” is obtained. The rough ends are closed by vulcanizing 
rubber onto them, which thus fastens the wire to the tubing. A 
porous matrix through which the serosa can grow is thus established. 
Loops closed in this manner are intact after 6 months of use, and 
show no sign of leakage or disintegration. Vitalium wire mesh was 
also satisfactory but costs several times as much as stainless steel. 

One other troublesome factor, that of the inserted end of the 
rubber tubing puncturing the walls of the loop, has been eliminated. 
A roll of rubber was vulcanized around the end of the tubing which 
was’ inserted into the loop at the time of operation, thus eliminating 
sharp edges of hard rubber. No punctures have occurred since this 
practice was begun. 
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Sensitization of Blood Vessels to Acetylcholine by Sympathetic 
Denerva tion. 

HUDSON HOAGLAND. (Introduced by W. B. Cannon.) 
From the Depurtment of Physiology, Hwvard Medical School. 

Degeneration of the nerve supply to skeletal muscle and to certain 
smooth muscles contracted by sympathetic impulses is known to 
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